Thas was my Birst DX (np tooa rare conndey s the top was exciting and very en-
mwable. Cocos (kechng)y Bshads are @ group of coral islands in the Indian Ocean,
approximately 3,000 Km NW of Perth, Australia. They are reached by 3 once-a-
week plane ride from Perth, A complete station consisting ol a TS5440 and ¥ clement
v poeriohe antenna for M0, 15, and 20 mcters, and a delta loop Tor 40 meters was
furmished by our host Jolin Clunies-Ross, A toial of 60 hours was spemt operating
during the week resuliing in a toral of 4,357 contaces, of which 4,087 were on OC'W
andd 470 on 558,

During the week we were visited by tropical ceyvclone Frederick, The eve passed over
the istands with winds peakmg at 112 kph and the barometne pressure dropped 1o
9 HectoPascals. Luckily, very little damage was sustained. Several trees were
blown over and (wo copra sheds were damaged. All the amtennas suevived with no
damage. The station was shut down for a period of 15 hours and all the radio gear
was transferred 10 a safe place during the cyclone,

Thanks are due 10 Cres Thurshy-Pelham, VERIYC, who helped with the ar-
rangements and our host John Clunies-Ross for awonderful irp.
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